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Jackie Buckley has been involved in almost every
facet of agriculture. She grew up on a Registered
Hereford farm/ranch operation in western North
Dakota near Belfield where she was the oldest of 5
girls. She was her dad’s hired hand growing up raking
hay, combining, and checking cows and calves.
Jackie was also active in 4-H showing steers and
heifers at local and state fairs.

Jackie attended North Dakota State University
majoring in animal science and minoring in food
nutrition and ag communications. She graduated in
the spring of 1979 and got a job as an Extension
Agent. She worked in Traill, Bowman, and Morton
counties for a total of 37 years. While at NDSU, she
was involved in Saddle and Sirloin, actively holding
officer positions, showing animals in Little ‘I’,
advocating for agriculture as a Little ‘I’ princess, and
won the outstanding senior award.

Following college, Jackie married her husband Sam
who is retired from Northern Plains Equipment where
he worked as the company service writer. They have
2 children: Jack and Jerry. Both her children
graduated from NDSU; Jack is an agriculture loan
officer in Carrington, ND and Jerry is a crop
consultant in Ada, MN.
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Jackie has been involved and held leadership roles in
numerous organizations in North Dakota. She was a
member of the Morton County Weed Board,
Bismarck/Mandan Ag Chamber Committee, Morton
County Crop Improvement Association, ND Living Ag
Classroom Committee and a coach to the Morton
County 4-H and Mandan FFA livestock Judging Teams.
These positions are only a fraction of the list she can
add up.

Jackie has impacted the lives of countless kids
throughout her work as an Extension Agent and in her
free time as a volunteer for her organizations. Jackie
has led the efforts with the KFYR Living Ag Classroom
for 25 years. Each year this event brings in 1200 4th
graders to the Bismarck Civic Center to learn about
where their food comes from.

Jackie is currently retired from extension work. She is
serving as a Morton County Commissioner and
teaching Animal Science 114 Lab at Bismarck State
College to stay connected with agriculture and people.

Jackie embodies our theme this year “The American
Dream”. She has made an impact on countless lives by
following her passions and sharing her love of
agriculture, not only with youth but all ages. Saddle and
Sirloin is grateful to be adding her to our Hall of Fame
and to honor her at our annual Hall of Fame banquet on
February 11th.

 JACKIE 
BUCKLEY
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ADVISOR GREETINGS
ERIC BERG | SKIP ANDERSON | JIM KIRSCH | KENDALL SWANSON

Hello Alumni,
The NDSU Saddle & Sirloin club is hard at work preparing
for the 96th Little International show. As advisors, it is
fun to see the enthusiasm and dedication that all the
members put forward in planning and participating in
“Little I”, as well as all the other great events that the club
is involved with throughout the year.

The theme for this year’s Little I is “The American
Dream”. I think this theme can and should be
appreciated by everyone, but especially those of us
involved with agriculture. Many of us can trace our
“pedigree” back to ancestors who homesteaded farms
and ranches in the great plains many years ago. It is
difficult to comprehend the excitement, but also the fear
of uncertainty, of these families as they pursued their
“American Dream”. Our “American Dream” today is likely
very different than those that came before us, but the
importance of having dreams and goals are no less
important. Attending University provides many
opportunities, in and out of the classroom, that help to
mold our dreams and goals. Saddle & Sirloin club helps
many students gain experiences and interact with others
to help mold their dreams and goals. It provides
tremendous opportunity for students to gain skills in
leadership and in working as a large team to accomplish
the goals and dreams of the club. One of the most long-
lasting traditions at NDSU is Little I, which has a great
tradition of promoting Animal Agriculture both within
and outside of NDSU and our industry. The club
members always strive for perfection when planning the
events and show on Little I weekend. Whether it is
making sure every streamer is perfectly placed in
Shepperd Arena, everything goes smoothly at the
Agriculturist of the Year Banquet on Friday evening,
every animal is clipped or brushed to perfection, and the
show goes on with the members succeeding in whatever
their role is.

We want to congratulate Jackie Buckley for receiving the
Agriculturist of the Year award this year from S&S. Jackie
has been a huge supporter of S&S and NDSU agriculture for
many years. At the time Jackie began working in Extension,
the majority of employees were men. Jackie’s
perseverance and successes have helped to pave the way
for many others to follow in her footsteps to pursue their
goals and dreams in agriculture. Also, in looking back at the
past members of the hall of fame, I believe this is the first
occasion with women receiving the award in two
consecutive years, which highlights the continuing
increasing role that women play in our industry.

We welcome you to attend the 96th Little International on
February 11th and 12th. The Agriculturist of the Year banquet
will be held on Friday the 11th  at the Sanctuary Events
Center. The morning show will start bright and early at 8 am
on Saturday the 12th. We would love to see you in the
stands that day supporting the club and catching up with
old, and new, friends. As always, we thank you for your
support of NDSU and the Saddle and Sirloin Club. See you
in February as we all continue the tradition of Little “I”.

Skip Anderson
Eric Berg
Jim Kirsch
Kendall Swanson
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Hello Saddle and Sirloin Alumni, 

My name is Ashlyn Dilley, and I have the honor of serving
as the 96th Little International manager. This fall, we have
been busy planning and preparing for the next Little “I”
which is quickly approaching. We have concluded voting,
held animal safety trainings, and sent out animal
assignments. Students showing heifers will be able to
start working with their animals when we return from
Christmas break. 

The 96th Little International will be held on February 11th
and 12th, 2022. Our Hall of Fame Banquet will be held on
February 11th with a social beginning at 5pm and the
banquet starting at 6pm at the Sanctuary Events Center
in Fargo. This year, our club has the privilege to honor
Jackie Buckly by naming her as our Agriculturalist of the
Year. Jackie embodies this year's theme "The American
Dream" by following her passion and sharing her love of
agriculture to inspire the next generation. We are thankful
for Jackie’s leadership and are pleased to be adding her
picture to our hall of fame. Congratulations Jackie!

Our members are pleased to show you our
representation of “The American Dream” on February
12th, 2022. The morning show will commence at 8am.
Following the morning show, an alumni luncheon will be
held. Our night show will begin opening ceremonies
promptly at 5:30pm.
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Once again we are excited to be utilizing Walton’s
Webcasting to broadcast our event. Although we want to
see a large crowd in attendance at Shepperd Arena, we
understand that it is a busy time of the year for travel
and weather in February is always unpredictable. We
hope everyone unable to come in person will tune in to
our livestream!

I am most excited to see everything come together with
the hard work of our members. I have already witnessed
our committees and chairs working as a team to prepare
for our show. Little “I” is an amazing opportunity to build
lifelong friendships, as I’m sure you all know, so I am also
excited to see our members form new friendships. I look
forward to the busy days ahead with little sleep and a lot
of laughs in Shepperd! I am thankful that this year our
club has been able to operate as normal and have many
fun events scheduled for our members. 

I look forward to displaying all the hard work and
dedication of our club on February 11th and 12th, 2022!

Kind regards,
Ashlyn Dilley
96th Little International Manager



Queen

Hope Willson is a Junior majoring in Animal Science with a minor in
Crop and Weed Science. She is the daughter of Joel and Kristi Willson
and is from Wimbledon, ND. Hope is currently serving as the Little “I”
Technical Co-Chair and is currently the Technical Chair for the club.
Along with her involvement in Saddle and Sirloin, she is also involved
with the Agribusiness club.

Princess

Princess Brooke Kunz is a junior majoring in Agriculture Education.
Brooke is the daughter of Ron and Margo Kunz and is from New Salem,
ND. Brooke is currently a Rec co-chair for the Saddle and Sirloin club.
Along with her involvement in Saddle and Sirloin, she is involved in Ag
Ed Society, Dairy Club, and Judging Club. 

Princess

Joy Dahlen was born and raised in Grand Forks and is currently
studying pharmacy at NDSU. She also has a minor in business
administration and certificate in professional selling. This is her fourth
year at NDSU and her second year of the professional pharmacy
program. Her parents are Michael and Gwen Dahlen. Besides Saddle
and Sirloin club, she is also involved in Student Senate and the
Student College of Clinical Pharmacy. In her spare time, she enjoys
trying new recipes, swing dancing, and hiking.

HOPE WILLSON

BROOKE KUNZ

JOY DAHLEN

MEET 
THE ROYALTY

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 96TH LITTLE INTERNATIONAL ROYALTY ARE HOPE WILLSON, BROOKE

KUNZ, AND JOY DAHLEN
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Wishing you all a happy New Year and Little “I” season on behalf of NDSU Saddle and Sirloin!

Hi, I am Trey Klain, and I am the 2021-2022 Saddle and Sirloin Club President. This year has been
different than the last. Every meeting has been in-person, which is a positive change from the
prior year. It is a great feeling to be with everyone again in the stands of Shepperd Arena
conducting business per usual. Our meetings have been well attended by old and new
members alike, it is always a good sight to see the stands full. This year our new members and
officer team have truly shown their dedication to this club from the work that they have done.
By seeing that I can honestly say that the future of the Saddle and Sirloin club is one to be
excited about!

The work being done to put on the 96th Little International is nothing but amazing. Our 96th
management team this year is Manager, Ashlyn Dilley, alongside her is Jade Koski, the Assistant
Manager. Over the past year, this team has dedicated their time and talents to making the 96th
Little International one for the record books. The theme of the 96th Little International is “The
American Dream”, one that will hit home for many of us. A new aspect to Saddle & Sirloin club
this last fall was implementing an industry tour that our members could participate in. We
toured an automated dairy facility near Lisbon, ND. We learned about “The American Dream”
from a dairy producer’s experience in the industry. Activities like this allows our club to ensure
that agriculture is both taught and appreciated by our members. It has also opened the
opportunity to allow us to create our own “American Dream.”

With February fast approaching I cannot wait to see all our members, alumni and guests filling
the stands of Shepperd Arena, sharing their appreciation for agriculture. This year we will be
appreciating our Agriculturist of the Year, Jackie Buckley. Jackie is one who has shown a life-
long dedication to the agricultural industry, our youth, and the state of North Dakota. She is so
deserving of this award and recognition; I look forward to hearing about her American Dream.

 Please, mark your calendars for February 11th and 12th. It will be here before we know it, so I
hope to see everyone in the stands to start off the 96th Little International! As always- stay
warm, eat beef, and GO BISON! 

Best Wishes,

Trey Klain

President

STATE OF THE UNION 
TREY KLAIN | 2021-2022 SADDLE AND SIRLOIN PRESIDENT
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Some of my earliest memories are associated with the
Saddle and Sirloin Club. Shepperd Arena was built the same
year that I was born. My dad frequently took me to see the
animals there and that has left me with very clear and
cherished memories. I looked at the pictures of what was
then called “The Man of the Year” and memorized the names
and faces. I attended the banquets and spent the day in
Shepperd Arena during Little I Saturday each year. I
watched, with excitement, to see who would be named as
the Champion Showman each year. 

When I was a senior in high school, I was thinking about
college but my interests were in programs other than Animal
Science and in universities other than NDSU. That changed
when the Saddle and Sirloin Club decided that the “Man of
the Year” would be my dad. Once again, I attended the
banquet and all of the Saturday activities during Little I. I
looked at it through the lens of my dad’s recognition by the
students and my thoughts started to change. A couple of
weeks later, I visited NDSU as a prospective student and, at
the end of the day, I filled out an application and wrote
“Animal Science” in the space for intended major. That, of
course, set me on a path that led me to a terrific career at
Oklahoma State University and, for the past 14 years, at
NDSU. 

LOOKING BACK WITH DR. DAVID BUCHANAN

(MEMBER FROM 1971-75)

1922100 YEARS OF
SADDLE AND
SIRLOIN

When I returned to NDSU I was anxious to see what had
changed and what had stayed the same. The Saddle
and Sirloin Club epitomized both of those things. The
“Man of the Year” had become the “Agriculturalist of the
Year”. That happened very soon after I graduated when
the first female picture appeared in the Shepperd
Arena foyer. The club has seen tremendous growth in
numbers and in activities and has accomplished
something that is very difficult. In most of my
experience working with clubs a truism has been
observed. If there are 20 members then all 20 are
usually actively involved. However, if there are 100
members, it is still true that about 20 members are
actively involved. The NDSU Saddle and Sirloin Club has
figured out the magic that enables it to have a few
hundred members and keep almost all of them actively
involved. This is extremely difficult to maintain and club
is to be commended for the high degree of
participation among the members. However, through all
of this, the character of the club has stayed the same.
There remains a strong interest in the livestock
industry, a close affiliation among the students, staff
and faculty and, of course, the largest and most
important student-produced annual event at NDSU.
The Little International remains a unique and special
activity which requires an enormous team of leaders, an
immense amount of work and dedication that is very
rare. 

IN FEBRUARY 2022 WE WILL BE CELEBRATING THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SADDLE AND
SIRLOIN CLUB! 

SADDLE AND SIRLOIN HAS MADE AN IMPACT ON SO MANY
STUDENTS LIVES. WHETHER YOU SHOWED IN THE LITTLE
INTERNATIONAL OR WERE APART OF THE EXEC TEAM, OR EVEN
JUST SHOWING UP TO A MEETING, THERE ARE MEMORIES THAT
WERE CREATED THAT WILL NEVER BE BROKE. THE BONDS OF
FRIENDSHIP, THE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES, AND THE CHANCE FOR
STUDENTS TO CHASE THEIR DREAMS AND PASSIONS IS WHAT WE
ARE ABOUT. 

IT'S A WONDER IF JH SHEPPERD KNEW BACK IN 1922 THAT HE
WOULD HAVE FOUNDED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL CLUBS
ON THE NDSU CAMPUS. 

JOIN US AT THE 96TH LITTLE INTERNATIONAL TO CELEBRATE 100
YEARS OF LEGACY! 



A LOOK BACK
AT LITTLE "I"

PHOTOS FROM THE 1960'S, 1990'S, & 2010'S
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Devin Cunningham is from Hershey, Pennsylvania. She graduated from
Delaware Valley University with her Bachelor’s of Science in Livestock
Science & Management and in Dairy Sciences. Upon graduation, Devin was
hired by Penn State Extension as a 4-H Educator. During her nine years as a
4-H Educator, she greatly enjoyed working with youth, teaching them about
the importance of agriculture and providing unique, hands on learning
experiences. While working full-time, Devin completed her Master’s of
Science from Pennsylvania State University with her research focused on
cattle immunology, reproductive health and postpartum inflammation.
During her time at Penn State Extension, Devin coached the 4-H Livestock
Judging and Livestock Skillathon Team. Her background of livestock judging
began in her time spent in 4-H, as well as competing on the collegiate team
at DelVal. Devin has coached several successful livestock judging teams and
most recently her Livestock Skillathon Team won the state contest and
competed in the North American International Livestock Exposition, in
Louisville, KY. Devin was actively involved in the livestock industry through
her dedication as a board member to many organizations including the
Pennsylvania Livestock Association, PA State Farm Show Beef Show and Jr.
Livestock Sale, and the PA Farm Bureau. She served as the beef committee
chair for the Keystone International Livestock Exposition, as well as several
other youth livestock shows. Devin is excited and eager to work with the
students and build the NDSU Livestock Judging Program. 

2022 NDSU LIVESTOCK JUDGING TEAM GOALS

LIVESTOCK

JUDGING 
CLUB
UPDATES

   With the kick off of a new livestock evaluation lecturer and graduate student, the NDSU Livestock Judging
Team is starting to take form. The graduate student, Matthew Chaney, started the semester teaching the
students the core foundation of livestock evaluation. He captivated student interest and built the students’
confidence in physical livestock evaluation as well as defense of oral reasons. Later in the semester, Matt was
successful in taking the class to a mock contest in Brookings, SD. This event was a tremendous success is turning
students into passionate livestock judges. With the addition of the new lecturer and livestock judging coach,
Devin Cunningham, recruitment for the 2022 NDSU Livestock Judging Team has begun. While students are
currently enrolling for the team, there has been much discussion on upcoming competitions. The NDSU Livestock
Judging Team kickstarted the year by competing at the National Western Stock Show January 13th and 14th in
Denver, Colorado. Following National Western, the team plans to compete at Sioux Empire Livestock Show on
January 30th in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. In addition, the NDSU Livestock Judging Team plans to have an active
role in the NDSU Little International Show and livestock judging contest. To finalize the spring semester contests,
NDSU Livestock Judging team will compete in the Meat Animal Evaluation Contest April 26th-28th 2022. 

NDSU WELCOMES NEW LIVESTOCK JUDGING COACH
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DAIRY MEATS

GUS PETERSON; MADELINE NICHOLS; SEAN
NICHOLS

CARISSA DOUGHERTY, EMMA HONEYMAN,
GRETA HUBER AND ALEXIS VANDEBERGHE

WHAT'S UP AT THE MEETINGS? 
COUSTUME CONTESTS GAMES

CHILI JUDGING
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96TH LITTLE INTERNATIONAL SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2022

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11,2022

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2022
8:00PM PULIC SPEAKING CONTEST

8:00AM 4-H/FFA LIVESTOCK JUDGING CONTEST
8:00AM 4-H/FFA HIPPOLOGY CONTEST
8:30AM FFA AGRICULTURAL SALES CONTEST
9:00AM 4-H/FFA CROPS JUDGING CONTEST
9:30AM FFA SMALL ANIMAL CARE CONTEST
2:00PM 4-H/FFA CONTEST AWARDS
5:00PM HALL OF FAME SOCIAL
6:00PM HALL OF FAME BANQUET

8;00AM SHOWMANSHIP PRELIMINARIES
                PHOTO COMPETITION DISPLAY
                SILENT AUCTION
9:00AM AG TECH EXPO
12:30PM ALUMNI LUNCHEON
5:30PM SHOWMANSHIP FINALS


